[Serum oxytocin and oxytocinase activities in women during pregnancy].
Serum oxytocic and oxytocinase activities were examined in 50 females with normal pregnancy and 50 with threatened abortion by using biological (oxytocin) and biochemical (oxytocinase) methods. The findings suggest that there is no regular changes in serum oxytocic activity in the course of pregnancy, whereas its oxytocinase activity significantly increases with pregnancy development. The females with threatened abortion showed the same values of serum oxytocic activity as those with normal pregnancy, but much lower oxytocinase activity. The assay of serum oxytocinase activity may be of diagnostic value when threatened abortion is suspected.